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Talked of 15f)uiily o^n Dr. Kin*; j • • ' 

• Convict^s Story About Rciy 




By a Special Correspondeat 
ol Ibt Fett>Oi»paich 
DALTON. Ca., April 2« - A 
njo c<in%icieU of murder here 
jid yeM«*rday that Jamfi Eart 
Kay once confided lo bmi lhaC 
•• (Ruy) would a 

Sl.000.000 b*iuntv;/put up by a 
busineasmeo’^^s'ociaiirm** lo 
ill ihe Rev.^r. Mar no Luther 
rim;;. 

ra>*mond Curtis, bein;; hold 
it Ahitfieid county jail pending 
.Cl bn on an app^'al, said that 
..e pnd Ray were told at the 
Missouri Penitentiary at Jeffer- 



son City from a **new man fust 
in off Uie street** that •*ihe busi- 
nessmen's associatmo has a 
SI.OJO.OfH) bounty out for Mania 
Luther King.** 

Curtis said Ray smiled and 
said. "Welt, if there’s Sl.000.000 
out on Kin<!«. I believe if I ever 
get out ril collect it.** Curtis 
said that the subject of Ihe Rev. 
Dr. King came up **a couple of 
limes** in subsequent conversa- 
tions With Ray ia the prison 
yard. 

The discussions occurred, 
Cunis said, about a week after 



the assassination of President^ 
John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22,* 
1963. ^ * 

Curtis Mid that he had no* 
Idea what the ‘‘businessmen’s 
association** was. Curtis, who’ 
like Ray is 40 years old. said 
that he first met Ray in 1935 
when they shared a cell for . 
seven months in the Jackson 
county jail at Kansas City. 
Curtis said he again met Ray 
when both were at the federal 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, * 
Kan. 

At the Missouri prison, whera • 
both were serving sentences for 
armed robbery. Curtis said Ray . 
referred to the Kennedy assas- 
sination by saying. "Boy, preb-*' 
ably somebody made s nice ’ 
little penny rKf of that. 1 sure 
wish it was me.** 

Curtis described Ray as **t 
likable sort of person.** but 
one who did not associate freely 
with other inmates. **But if this 
was a plot to assassinate Kin;% 
Ray would go to his grave with 
. hJs secret,** Curtis said.** 

■ The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, which has charged 
Ray with conspiracy in connec- 
tion with the Ri*v, Dr. King's 
assassination April 4 in Mcrn- • 
.ohis, Tenn., declined- to com- 
Ib'rnt yesterday on reports Jliat • 
were searching iheiLof 
Artvclef area for a blond worn- 
, ii/iyho dated Ray. i 

l f\ woman. iib*»ui 27, was re-i 
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\ port^ieco With Ray ja. the baj 
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of t Hollywood hold where he 
was flaying about three wceJci 
prior to the Rev. Dr. King’s 
death, ThU hai led to (he coa* 
J«cture that the woman accom- 
panied Ray when he allegedly 
drove to Memphif. 

Ray fa believed to have arw 
rived In (he Los Angeles area 
•l^rtly after escaping from the 
MIsaairt Peniieniiaiy April 23, 
19C7, by hiding In a bread 
(i^ck. He had nude two pre- 
vioui attemp:s (o escape front 
the prison, uliere he was aerv- 
ing a 20-jear sentence fo^/iwo 
armed robbciii*s and^filomo* 
bile theft In St Loui< 

Warden Harold^^wensoii 
noted that Ra]Twa?^iicd by a 
brother. Jj^n.jKc^day before 
hla escapcTrvifnsor said. how-. 

tliat there win no e\if 
V’fce to fhow Joha Ray Md 
tVihing to do wiiFliVf b^th- 
•f^^ape. ^ 
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